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Notes on Standon Parish

Excerpts below are from Standon and Puckeridge Village Fact File, produced by
the Standon and Puckeridge Amenities Society March 1991and distributed to every
household in the villages. Unfortunately this document is not on the web yet.

“Geology- The Parish is bisected by the river Rib, which flows from
north to south, through an area of mixed soils of sand, gravel alluvial clay
and flinty chalk, which supports a well wooded, rolling landscape.There
are many old hedges, some of which are medieval and semi-wild. Much of
the land supports livestock, both sheep and cattle, so there is a higher
proportion of pasture and hedgerow than in many other parts of east
Hertfordshire. All this give a very wide range of flora and fauna.”

“Trees and Woodland- Many of the woods were planted and
extended, in the late |9+ century as covers for pheasants or other game,
when shooting was a major sport for big landowners. Plashes Wood for
instance, was replanted by the then Duke of Wellington, when he inherited
the Standon Estate.

Trees in woods like these are a longterm crop. Thinnings are felled and
used for stakes, fencing and repair work, as well as for firewood. Mature
timber is taken at the end of the cycle. Hundreds of young trees are
planted as replacements.

Oak and hornbeam are the most common trees.Ash beech, birch,
sycamore, cherry, willows, alders and poplars in many species occur
widely.The last three preferring damp soil are mostly found in the river
valley around ponds and in marshy places.

Elms are recovering from Dutch Elm disease and will almost certainly
produce mature trees again, if not in our lifetime.

Horse chestnut, limes and larch and evergreens like yew and various
conifers have been planted by man or have seed themselves over the
centuries, but are not indigenous in this part of the country.”

“Hedgerows and Wildflowers-Nowadays it is generally understood
that a high hedge support more wildlife that a low one.As a simple
example, many birds never build their nests less than three feet from the
ground. Farms hedges are now often cut at five to six feet instead of three
feet from the ground and these together with the semi-wild hedges and
the trees growing in them make a very attractive countryside.



Generally the more species in a hedge the older it is but that is by no
means an infallible guide. Field maple and spindle, both of which are very
common in many parts of the parish are said to indicate hedges which are
centuries old but there are many other factors to be considered in dating
hedges. Commonly found all over the parish are hawthorn, crab,
blackthorn (sloe), dogwood, buckthorn, holly, elder, privet and two species
each of Viburnum, plum and wild rose, all intertwined with clematis (old
mans beard), blackberries and honeysuckle. There is an enormous range of
wildflowers, owing to the very mixed soils and some ancient meadows,
which include many rare plants and at least five species of orchids, two of
which grow on the cutting to the east of Standon on the A120.There are
six Heritage sites designated to conserve wildlife of particular interest and
importance.”

For reference please see:

See SNP4 Environment Report - The Chalk Rivers, Natural Environment, SSSl.s
SNP5 Views and Open Spaces

Nearby Wildlife and SSSI sites
The closest official information to the areas shown are as follows:

Site Location Ref
Puckeridge Roundabout B1368 Puckeridge TL387237
Paddock

Puckeridge Lime Kiln Puckeridge TL38-23
Kitchencroft Wood Dowsetts Lane TL383217
Standon Lordship Meadows Standon TL391218

Other woods that have not been designated in the nearby (to Category | Village for the
purposes of this document) area are:

Bowls Dell Adjacent PRoW 17

Information Links relevant to any and all areas within the Parish
Historic England (Link)

EHDC online mapping tool (Link).

Specific SLAA site information can be found on SLAA essential reference Paper C (Link)
page 51-56.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Link)

East Hertfordshire - The Hedgerows Regulations (Link)

Natural England guidance (Link)

Woodland Trust (Link)

CRRE Hedgerows (Link)

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (Link)

Hertfordshire Atlas of Mammals, Amphibians and Reptiles (Link)


https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/scheduled-monuments/
http://maps.eastherts.gov.uk/eGGP2009/eGGP.aspx?scriptname=DRAFTPLAN&scale=6000
http://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=35312
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents
http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/article/15478/The-Hedgerows-Regulations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-hedgerows-regulation-and-management
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100097698/model-local-plan-policies.pdf
http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/countryside/hedgerows
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1992/51/contents
http://mammal-atlas.hnhs.org/2015/BAD.shtml

Trees Hedgerows and Landscape
(Conservation, Protection and Enhancement of Existing Natural Features)

If permission for development is granted by the Local Authority it is on the proviso that

there is no loss of, or the deterioration in the quality of, an important natural feature(s), including
protected trees and hedgerows woodlands or damage to indigenous mammal, amphibian or reptile
species habitat during, or as a result, of development.

Development will only be permitted where it protects and enhances local habitats and landscape
distinctiveness, protects natural features of nature conservation and/or amenity importance on the
site, for example trees, woodlands, hedgerows, soils, streams, stream corridors, springs, ditches or
ponds from damage, destruction and a deterioration in quality.

and which addresses all of the relevant criteria as set out below:

-Where the benefit of development is considered to outweigh the benefit of preserving natural
features, development will be permitted subject to adequate compensatory provision being
made.

-Adequate tree survey information is provided as part of planning applications.The retention of
trees, hedgerows and other natural features in situ will always be preferable.

-Where the loss of such features is unavoidable, replacement provision should be of a
commensurate value to that which is lost. are replaced at a ratio of at least 2:1 using local
materials and indigenous plant species.

-There will be a requirement for appropriate landscaping schemes to mitigate against the
landscape and visual impact of new developments.

-Ensure sequences of green spaces are maintained and protects the attractiveness and visual
amenity of all green open spaces that contribute to the identity of the borough.

-Conditions and/or planning obligations will be used to secure landscaping schemes and -the
replacement of trees, hedgerows or other natural features or their protection during the
course of development.

-Where necessary maintenance payments for new landscaping including measures taken to
ensure their continued survival, may be sought via planning obligation with the knowledge of
Standon Parish Council in all circumstances. This will provide for future maintenance of new
landscape works associated with new developments.

-New, trees shall be planted at a minimum of:
Residential Development
-3 trees for each dwelling

Non-residential Development
-whichever is the greater of | tree for each parking space; or | tree per 50m2 of gross
floorspace

-Where it is not possible to secure this new or replacement tree planting within the site, the
trees should be planted at a suitable location outside the site.

Planning conditions or legal agreements will be used to secure the above.
At present hedgerows 12, 13, 4 and |5 are not being put forward for consideration as they are

not adjacent potential housing sites. They are to remain in this document and be considered should
this situation change.



View taken from east, Charities Land, towards Cambridge Rd. On the

eastern boundary of the site.The slope down to the Puckeridge tributary
in the foreground is marked. See SNP4 Environment Report (Link), SNP5
Views and Open Spaces (Link), SNP1 | Water and Drainage Report (Link).
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LPA ref 3/16/1918/REM (permission granted) and 3/14/1627/OP

AL .
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Hedges are seen in 1809 - Plan of Standon's Poor lands
Hertfordshire Archives. (Link)

The hedge to the east of the Cambridge Road HI (western boundary of
this site) is noted for its inclusion of hazel. The Cambridge Road itself was
widened several times in the days of the Turnpike and is a much younger
hedge.These hedges bounding the Cambridge Rd are worthy of
preservation to maintain the leafy, quiet lane that exists today and to
screen any new developments from the Cambridge Rd thereby retaining
the these qualities.

b4 £

(ref: D/EH/P5


https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
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H7 above right, bounds the Puckeridge tributary. H8 is to the left.
Carvings on one of the mature trees indicates 1989, some 28 years ago.

HI 223m
H3 86m
H7 239m

Private Land (not land used for agriculture or forestry)



H 1 Hazel, bramble.The present hedge was planted between 1982 and
1990. At that time no complete hedge existed just a bank.The elms that
had been removed because of the Dutch Elm disease also made up much
of the hedge by suckering, the new trees were provided by HCC.

H3 TPO’s

H7 at least 28 years old at least 5 species, bounds Puckeridge Tributary. A
deciduous mixed hedge, unmanaged, of Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Elder,
Bramble, lvy, Clematis flanking the tributary.There is a badger sett located
within the tributary on the western bank, as noted in the Aspect Ecology
Report ECO-4033 dated 8/05/2017 for Café Field and as such is
protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (Link).

H3 tree and the hedgerow contains Holly and Birch

This site is included in the NP towards the residential requirement with a
change in the village boundary. See SNP4 Environment Report -
Landscape, Wildlife and Habitats , SNP5 Views and Open Spaces

, SNP1 | Water and Drainage Report


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1992/51/contents

»

»

The site's southern edge H6 is a deciduous mix of species (noted below).
Along the western edge of both sites, adjacent the A0, is a mix of
younger sub hedging typical of roadsides.

Pyramid Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis)



View of H2 from the west of SLAA site 35/033

3

View above of west side of Cambridge Rd (H2). As a result of various
widenings of the Cambridge Road over the years, there is a sheer bank
below the hedge which may need shoring up to support the aged trees
above. See SNP4 Environment Report - Landscape, Wildlife and Habitats
(Link), SNP5 Views and Open Spaces (Link),SNPI | Water and Drainage
Report (Link)
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The hedgerow H5 between SLAA site 35/033 and the non-SLAA (above).

The hedgerows (H4) around St Thomas’s school boundary and adjacent
Stara Kapela (private residence) can be seen in the distance. It is a much
younger hedge and provides screening to both properties.

H2 37Im
H4 240m
H5 100m
H6 | 12m

Private Land (not land used for agriculture or forestry) See SNP4
Environment Report (Link) and SNP12 Amenities Report (Link)
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H2 This hedge has some notable species in particular several larger oak
trees, one of whose girth is 3.8m. The hedgerow bounding the Cambridge
Road itself contains mainly oak and hornbeam with a mix of species:
common hawthorn, blackthorn (sloe, Prunus spinosa), elder, (Sambucus
nigra), Old man’s beard, (Clematis vitalba), ivy (Hedera helix) with an
abundant variety of undergrowth including bramble (Rubus fruticosus),
dogwood and dog rose (Rosa canina), Holly. There is some evidence of
coppicing but it is essentially an unmanaged hedge.

H4 Refer to Puckeridge Conservation Area at the end of this document.
Elder, Hawthorn, Cherry, Blackthorn, oak and birch.

H5 The hedge here contains two large established Oak trees and
pollarded Hornbeams set on a mound with hollows or depressions to
either side.Also blackthorn, elder, hawthorn, briar rose.

Its position is consistent with the fields and markers/house which was
known as the Buffalos Head PH/Christies (now a private residence), to
the northwest of SLAA site 35/034.In 1809 - Plan of Standons Poor lands
(ref: D/EH/P5 Hertfordshire Archives (Link) this particular hedge was
indicated as part of a strip of land called Long Close belonging to the
Charities which was shown with hedging to both sides.

H6 Unknown variety of raspberry (Rubus), probably a cultivated escapee,
and the Pyramid Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis), a reported and
photographed but unvalidated sighting in the sward alongside this hedge.

None.

SPNDP would like to see a TPO on H2 and HS5. Possible strengthening to
bank for H2.See SNP4 Environment Report - Listed Buildings, Built
Environment, Wildlife and Habitats , SNIP5 Views and Open Spaces
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https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx

3/17/1055/0OUT for 93 dwellings to the western part of the site.
Permission previously refused (ref 3/15/2081) for 205 and 160 dwellings
on the entire site.

The view across the Café field towards the darker wood over the A120

of Bowls Dell is taken from the Charities land to the north. Gaps in the
hedgerow H10 can clearly be seen. H9 is opposite in the background.
HS8 is to the right.

In 1809 - Plan of Standon’s Poor lands (ref: D/EH/P5 Hertfordshire
Archives (Link) this field was part of a much larger Common Field.
There was no hedge to the western/northern edge although there was
to the southern edge.The east showed some of the strips left over from
medieval times. They were not fields, but were probably still just
bounded by markers in the old ridge and furrow system.

See SNP4 Environment Report - Natural Environment, Wildlife and
Habitats (Link), SNP5 Views and Open Spaces (Link).
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https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx

Carving on tree inside the Puckeridge tributary.

To the west, bounding the tributary the hedge is again tall and
unmanaged apart from a rough cutting back to keep it in control as is
that to the south which is even taller and forms a natural wildlife
corridor, mainly consisting of ash with other native species, with the
roadside verge planting on the A120. See SNP4 Environment Report -
Wildlife and Habitats (Link), SNP11 Water and Drainage Report (Link).

13



The hedge to the east (top) of the site is more sparse and has been cut
back by residents to enable views of the surrounding countryside and
consists of common privet and hawthorn. The view is from a garden
looking west over the top of the Café Field.

H8 263m (on site) 53Im (over both SLAA site and land to north)
H9 519m

HI0 266m

HII 367m

Between two agricultural fields.

H8 At least 28 years old (see H7) at least 5 species, bounds Puckeridge
Tributary. A deciduous mixed hedge, unmanaged, of Blackthorn,
Hawthorn, Elder, Bramble, lvy, Clematis flanking the tributary.There is a
badger sett located within the tributary on the western bank, as noted
in the Aspect Ecology Report ECO-4033 dated 8/05/2017 for Café Field.
and as such is protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (Link)
H9 The site is bounded by hedgerows containing a various mix of
Common Hawthorn , Blackthorn (Sloe), Elder, Old mans beard
(traveller’s joy, Clematis vitalba) Ivy (Hedera helix) Spindle, Dogwood,
Common Ash, Wayfarer Tree (Viburnum lantana) and Sycamore with an
abundant variety of undergrowth including bramble.

H 10 This hedge has a gap in it of approximately 74m to the upper part
of site and a gap of approximately 28m to the lower edge.This hedge
runs along a ditch which drains into the Puckeridge tributary and is
comprised mainly of hawthorn, blackthorn, bramble, blackberry and
deciduous native underplanting.

H 1 1 Various domestic hedging, privet, hawthorn which has been altered
by homeowners, on both sides of the boundary. Provides screening to
the houses from wider views.

None

All of the hedges are important especially in respect of screening
housing from the wider views over the surrounding landscape and in
maintaining biodiversity and wildlife corridors. See SNP4 Environment
Report, Wildlife and Habitats (Link), Green Infrastructure, SNP5 Views
and Open Spaces (Link).
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1992/51/contents
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https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/Article17/FCS2007-S1026-Final.pdf
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/Article17/FCS2007-S1026-Final.pdf
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H 12 is an incomplete hedge which runs along a drain to the whole area
which is prone to flooding. It lies within an area of Archaeological
Significance and within a Scheduled Ancient Monument. Many sightings
of S1026 - Helix pomatia - Roman snail in this wider area especially the
road behind the White Hart PH.

H 13 Partly lies within a Scheduled Ancient Monument and wholly
within an area of Archaeological Significance.

The “mature tree row on the northern axis” (see “Extracts from SLAA
Essential Reference Paper 'C"”” page 51-56) in 1778 - Plan of the Lands of
John Stokes ref: 43754 Hertfordshire Archives (Link) was hedged and
had mature trees indicated well spaced to the west of the field. Later in
1809 - Plan of Standon’s Poor lands (ref: D/EH/P5 Hertfordshire
Archives (Link) this northern tree'd axis was noted as “Back Lane” and
was shown hedged to both sides and is almost certainly of Medieval
origin.

This hedge is worthy of preservation alone for the mature trees and as
a biodiverse wildlife corridor.This area is well used by children and dog
walkers/walkers alike. The southern part of this hedge is a drain into the
Puckeridge tributary.

H 14 Lies within an area of Archaeological Significance and within a
Scheduled Ancient Monument.

To date, the northern edge of this field, a boundary with Braughing
Parish, is also bounded by a row of mature chestnuts with mixed
undergrowth and a mixed native spinney containing bluebells on the far
eastern boundary.These are worthy of preserving and form an
important part of the countryside view and a wildlife corridor. Footpath
[2 runs to the east of the spinney but there is no official footpath that
runs to the north of the Wickham Hill site although it is well used by
walkers. Evidence native fauna within hedge. In the nearby spinney (old
railway bed) behind Ralph Sadleir School there is evidence of Fox den/
badger set. See SNP4 - Environment - Habitat (Link)

The northern hedge marks boundary with Braughing Parish.

None

This site falls within the protected band of interest for a potential
northern bypass and is currently not being considered as suitable for
development by the NP. The ancient and established hedgerows,
particularly H13 and H14 is worthy of preservation and perhaps with a
TPO as an Ancient hedgerow and a biodiverse wildlife corridor. At
present these hedgerows are not being put forward for consideration as
they are not adjacent potential housing sites. They are to remain in this
document and be considered should this situation change.
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http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/Article17/FCS2007-S1026-Final.pdf
http://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=35312
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx

20



Hedgerow H15 on the Public footpath 4 to the East above Standon.
The track from Dark Hill Hadham Road in the South to Stortford Hill in
the north. See SNP4 Environment Report - PRoW, Wildlife and Habitats,
Green Infrastructure (Link), SNP5 Views and Open Spaces. (Link)

HI5 498m approx
Between agricultural land, pasture land and privately owned land.

H 15 Mature hazel, hawthorn, sloe, lilac and old mans beard. Moving
north with views to the west over the village there is more hawthorn,
hornbeam , ash and a crab apple, sloe (blackthorn) and bullace. Towards
the top holly starts to appear with wild cyclamen hawthorn,
blackberries. Further on hornbeam and hazel much overgrown with ivy
and a fox den!

TPO’s to the rear of 50 Stortford Rd

Worthy of preservation as an ancient hedgerow and as a biodiverse
wildlife corridor. At present this hedgerow is not being put forward for
consideration as it is not adjacent potential housing sites. It is to remain
in this document and be considered should this situation change.
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Trees and
Hedgerows

Description

Conservation Area - Puckeridge
Adopted December 2013

Puckeridge Conservation Area Appraisal

Puckeridge Plan |
Puckeridge Plan 2

The map above has been reproduced from the links at the beginning of
this page for visual identification of the area.
See SNP4 Environment Report - Built Environment (Link)
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https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/21052/Puckeridge-Conservation-Area/PDF/Puckeridge.pdf
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/23738/Puckeridge-Plan-1/PDF/Puckeridge_Plan_1.pdf
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/26213/Puckeridge-Plan-2/PDF/Puckeridge_Adopted.pdf

Triangle of land north of the White Hart Inn.This area represents an
environment of high quality in which mature trees and native hedgerows
combine with landform to make an important natural asset different in
character to the open nature of the countryside that surrounds it. Some
modest amounts of rubbish have been dumped that detract. A metalled
path, referred to by notice as a ‘gated road’, defines the eastern
boundary. It is well used by pedestrians but does not appear to be one
that is formally identified as a public footpath.The area forms part of the
larger Scheduled Ancient Monument site to the north and east. See
SNP4 Environment Report - Wildlife and Habitats , SNP5 Views
and Open Spaces

Land south of Mentley Lane East.This grassland is open in character
within which are situated freestanding thorn and fruit trees that add to
its general environmental qualities. Land to the north of Mentley Lane
East has been identified for future housing and when such development
occurs, the visual importance of this parcel of open land to the south

will be increased. The site is also a site of wildlife importance.

Wildlife site.The open grassland south of Mentley Lane East is a
designated Wildlife Site. Its importance is that the former Lime Kiln and
environs is important for Protected Species. Brown Long Eared bats,
Daubenton’s Bat, Natterer’s Bat and Whiskered Bat have been recorded.
Officers from Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre advise that ‘this
Wildlife Site is very important for bats.! See SNP4 Environment Report -
Wildlife and Habitats

Particularly important trees and hedgerows. Hedgerows on both the
northern and southern extremities of the Conservation Area are
particularly important, a fact reflected in the manner in which the

Conservation Area boundary has been drawn.

The burial ground associated with the Puckeridge Evangelical
Congregational Chapel. This burial ground is a small area of tranquil
open space and is of particular interest because of its interesting

tombstones and traditional mature graveyard trees.

Playing Fields associated with the Primary School. These are important
open spaces at the edge of the Conservation Area performing an
important role in providing playing fields and defining the edges of built
development in this part of the village. See SNP4 Environment Report -
Green Infrastructure , SNP5 Open Spaces and SNP12 Amenities
Report
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Trees and
Hedgerows

Description

Conservation Area - Standon

Standon Conservation Area Appraisal
Standon Plan |
Standon Plan 2

The map above has been reproduced from the links at the beginning of
this page for visual identification of the area. See SNP4 Environment
Report - Built Environment (Link)
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https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/30067/Standon-CAA-and-Management-Plan-updated-Dec-16/PDF/Standon_UPDATED_CAA_and_Managment_Plan.pdf
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/23735/Standon-Plan-1/PDF/Standon_-_Plan_1.pdf
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/media/26211/Standon-Plan-2/PDF/Standon_Adopted.pdf

Worthy of specific mention are hedgerows to pasture land both sides of
Paper Mill Lane, the hedgerow defining the eastern boundary of the
Conservation Area, running at right angles to Hadham Road and the
hedgerows defining the edges of the High Street Playing Fields. The trees
in the churchyard make a very important contribution to the quality of
the Conservation Area as do trees alongside the River Rib which
provide screening to the industrial complex located to the west of the

river.

Particularly important trees and hedgerows. Several trees, particularly
those to the south of Old Mill House make a significant contribution to

the quality of this part of the Conservation Area.

Particularly important trees and hedgerows.Trees alongside the River
Rib and those elsewhere that provide screening to the industrial area

are very important in this respect.
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