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TRANSPORT 

There is a wealth of data available to us in preparing Neighbourhood Plan evidence 
base. The Hertfordshire Traffic and Transport Data Report provides most of the data 
needed regarding traffic flows on the A10, A120 and Ermine St Colliers End. 
The Neighbourhood Plan will support the adoption of ‘smarter choice’ travel 
measures such as workplace travel plans and car clubs, car sharing schemes and also 
the use of Intelligent Transport Systems (as outlined in Hertfordshire’s Local Transport 
Plan (HCC, 2011) Policy TRA1 Sustainable Transport). link 
Support will be given to infrastructure improvements in the Neighbourhood Plan 
Area, particularly those which address local traffic issues including existing traffic 
calming, HGV restrictions and commuter traffic. 
It will consider access to services for all user groups including disadvantaged, less 
able, young and non-car users. 
 

Car or Van Availability (ONS Data 2011 QS416EW and Cars or Vans, 2001 (UV62) 
 

2001 		 2011  
All Households 	 	 	 1,620 	 	 1,730 	 	 increase 6.35% 
No Cars or Vans in Household 	 64 	 	 131 	 	 reduced >20%
1 Car or Van in Household 	 	 527 	 	 597 	 	 increase >13%
2 Cars or Vans in Household 		 723 	 	 738 	 	 increase > 2%
3 Cars or Vans in Household 		 164 	 	 187 	 	 increase >14%
4 or More Cars or Vans in 
Household 	 	 	 	 42 	 	 77 	 	 increase >83%
All Cars or Vans in Area 	 	 2,667 	 	 2,980 	 	 increase 10.5%
 

If using the following ONS data Cars or Vans, 2001 (KS17)the percentages are slightly more 
marked that those above 

Interestingly, as our county is considered affluent, the figures above seem to indicate 
that the number of cars per household is increasing, the greatest increase being in 4 
or more cars per household. This may be an indicator of children staying at home for 
longer before climbing the housing ladder, which of course is in itself dependent 
upon jobs, and access to jobs. Without a more recent census than 2011 the 
assumption would be to say that household car ownership will continue to rise, 
albeit at a slightly lower percentage rate perhaps. The rate of increase in number of 
cars and vans owned is nearly but not quite double the increase in households. 

A further helpful guide is: http://www.racfoundation.org/assets/rac_foundation/content/
downloadables/car%20ownership%20rates%20by%20local%20authority%20-
%20december%202012.pdf 
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With a Parish population of 3003 between the ages of 18-74 with a car/van 
ownership of 2980 gives a rough vehicle ownership of .992 vehicles per person. 
Almost each person that is able to drive owns a car. 

CLIMATE CHANGE (excerpts in italics) 
Hertfordshire County Council’s Local Transport Plan 3 vol.2 2011 – 2031 (2011)

Climate change: emissions reduction and climate risk
The county council will seek to:
	 •	 Promote a change in people’s travel behaviour to encourage a shift in journeys from cars to 

passenger transport, cycling and walking, which will reduce emissions.  

	 •	 Support the carbon reduction, sustainability and health agenda by encouraging safe walking and 
cycling for all.  

	 •	 Reduce the level of stop-start conditions through traffic management and other small scale 
interventions.  

	 •	 Promote reduced use of fossil fuels in transport through driving styles, more efficient engines and 
new technologies.  

	 •	 Promote the use of cleaner fuels and technologies by bus operators and the local authority fleets.  

	 •	 Investigate the use of low emission zones.  

	 •	 Support national programmes to reduce transport’s contribution to climate change.  

The above is supported by the plan but with the increased potential for more 
vehicles in the village there is a need to effectively link the new developments to the 
older community perhaps by new recognised footpaths over existing green spaces to 
make new residents think twice before using their cars.
Joined up thinking must be employed not only for individual sites but potential site 
development as a whole.
 

SETTING LOCAL SPEED LIMITS (excerpts in italics)
DfT Department for Transport Circular 01/2013 Setting Local Speed Limits  

Key points  
Speed limits should be evidence-led and self-explaining and seek to reinforce people's assessment of what 
is a safe speed to travel. They should encourage self-compliance. Speed limits should be seen by drivers as 
the maximum rather than a target speed.  
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Traffic authorities set local speed limits in situations where local needs and conditions suggest speed limit 
which is lower than the national speed limit.  

This guidance is to be used for setting all local speed limits on single and dual carriageway roads in both 
urban and rural areas. This guidance should also be used as the basis for assessments of local  
speed limits, for developing route management strategies and for developing the speed management 
strategies which can be included in Local Transport Plans.  

Traffic authorities are asked to keep their speed limits under review with changing circumstances, and to 
consider the introduction of more 20 mph limits and zones, over time, in urban areas and built-up village 
streets that are primarily residential, to ensure greater safety for pedestrians and cyclists, using the criteria 
in Section 6.  
It will require the County Council to upgrade infrastructure with regard to new developments further away 
from key services. There will be improved crossing and resting places, prevention of parking on pavements 
and no parking areas. There is a requirement for "off main road" parking to avoid congestion and accidents 
at peak school times particularly where new developments will increase need at such times. 

SECTION 3: THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF LOCAL SPEED LIMITS 
DfT Department for Transport Circular 01/2013 Setting Local Speed Limits 

The following will be important factors when considering what is an appropriate speed limit:

history of collisions, including frequency, severity, types and causes; 
road geometry and engineering (width, sight lines, bends, junctions, accesses and safety 
barriers etc.); 
road function (strategic, through traffic, local access etc.); 
Composition of road users (including existing and potential levels of vulnerable road 
users); 
existing traffic speeds; 
road environment, including level of road-side development and possible impacts on 
residents (e.g. severance, noise, or air quality).

While these factors need to be considered for all road types, they may be weighted differently in 
urban or rural areas. The impact on community and environmental outcomes should also be 
considered. 


With Puckeridge and Standon in particular as a bisected community (by 
the A120) the factors above need to be observed but also the natural 
inclination of residents to be overly cautious needs also to be taken into 
consideration.

And paragraph 31  

Before introducing or changing a local speed limit, traffic authorities will wish to satisfy 
themselves that the expected benefits exceed the costs. Many of the costs and benefits do not 
have monetary values associated with them, but traffic authorities should include an assessment 
of the following factors:
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collision and casualty savings; 
conditions and facilities for vulnerable road users; 
impacts on walking and cycling and other mode shift; 
congestion and journey time reliability; 
environmental, community and quality of life impact, such as emissions, severance of local 
communities, visual impact, noise and vibration; 
costs, including of engineering and other physical measures including signing, maintenance and 
cost of enforcement. 


SPEED MANAGEMENT

Volume 2 Transport Policies section 3.24 Speed Management page 65 
“It is recognised that inappropriate traffic speeds can cause problems in terms of safety, the 
environment, through noise and impacts on the quality of an area, and to other road users, 
particularly through making walking, horse riding and cycling less attractive and perceived as 
less safe. Speed restrictions, including 20mph restrictions, will be appropriate for these reasons 
in some locations. However maintaining the free flow of traffic without undue and inconsistent 
restrictions which can be difficult to enforce is also important.“ 


BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES DfT Circular 01/2013 (Excerpt in italics)

Key points  
Traffic authorities continue to have the flexibility to set local speed limits that are appropriate for the 
individual road, reflecting local needs and taking account of all local considerations.  
Local speed limits should not be set in isolation, but as part of a package with other measures to manage 
vehicle speeds and improve road safety. 


In paragraph 118 DfT Circular 01/2013 
If high collision rates persist despite these measures, then lower speed limits may also be 
considered. Again, to achieve a change in motorists’ behaviour and compliance with the limit, 
supporting physical measures, driver information and publicity or other measures are likely to be 
required. 

The above points need to be taken into consideration when planning 
applications are made within the Cambridge Road area and considered as 
a whole.
Initially the speed limit at the left turn into A120 from A10 needs to be 
dramatically reduced and warning signs to indicate that crossings are 
ahead. At the moment the speed limit on the turn is 50mph straight away 
even though there is an egress/entry soon after. A reduction in speed and 
warnings in place in the form of reduce speed and crossing point are 
required if no other traffic slowing measures are to take place. The 
introduction of a pelican crossing would not be safe at this junction so 
close to the roundabout and egress and entry of the Cambridge Rd.
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Cambridge Road /A10 Egress Road 
With regards to the Cambridge Rd developments in Puckeridge a new 
egress road could be created after closing the egress section of the 
Cambridge Rd onto the A120. This would avoid congestion at peak times 
onto the main transport roads to and from the village.  

A Capacity Assessment report was done by the SPNDP Steering Group 
with the assistance of the community looking into the capacity of the 
Cambridge Rd junction and other junctions in the village. The document 
can be found in Appendix 31 - Transport [Link] 

The outcome of this document was a “solution” proposed by the SPNDP 
Steering Group to this overload is the construction of an exit link road 
between Cambridge Road and the southbound carriageway of the A10 
Puckeridge Bypass, the details of which are given elsewhere in the NDP 
supporting documents.  
Refer to SNP8 Land Allocations [link] for extra details. 
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S.T.A.N.D. on A120 Campaign http://www.standona120.org.uk/ 


In September 2009 S.T.A.N.D. on A120 Campaign were campaigning for the 
installation of speed cameras on the A120 in Standon and Puckeridge, they were 
unsuccessful.  
With any new developments on the Cambridge Road it is of importance to get 
speed data for the junction itself prior to any further building without the need for 
“waiting” for a death to occur before doing so.  
Over the period from 2007 to 2013, the S.T.A.N.D. on A120 Campaign, campaigned 
for the installation of average speed cameras. The campaign was endorsed by public 
meetings in the village in 2007 and 2010. In spite of support from Sir Oliver Heald 
MP and the leader of the County Council at the time, David Beatty, it did not 
succeed. After another public meeting in 2013, the focus was altered to pressing for 
a bypass. Further information can be obtained by contacting  
https://www.facebook.com/standona120 or http://www.standona120.org.uk/

In the case of the NP it would be a requirement to set aside the A10/
A120 “free flow” restrictions and concentrate on the residents needs 
especially in light of the encouragement of residents to walk and cycle 
throughout Hertfordshire. 
 

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 
 (LTP3 New Roads Section 3.14) (Excerpts in italics)


Where new road building is undertaken or highway improvements are being considered the 
county council will:

A. Seek to minimise and/or mitigate the adverse physical impact of the road or the improvement 
on the landscape and environment and will try to secure significant and demonstrable 
environmental gains.
B. Take into account the needs of pedestrians, cyclists, powered two wheelers, equestrians and 
passenger transport users and, where appropriate seek to provide increased capacity, easier 
movement or improved accessibility in order to enable more effective use.
C. Identify ways of improving highway safety and weigh up any recommendations against the 
impact on all users.
D. Design new road developments to accommodate existing demand and that of planned 
development and not necessarily to accommodate future growth in traffic demand.
E. Consider measures to manage demand on the new or improved road and in the surrounding 
area.

The A120 bypass will not necessarily be a concern before 2033 but this will mean 
that the A120 at Standon and Puckeridge will be the culmination of traffic from/to 
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the M11 which also, adversely, needs to be managed in respect of increased 
development and foot/road traffic. These are at odds with one another and require 
careful consideration of alternative routes across country other than the A120. The 
interim measures will then require careful assessment of the need to have more/
safer crossing points and monitoring of speed and traffic on the A120. 

The NPPF 


Chapter 4 paragraph 29 tells us that the transport system needs to be balanced in favour of 
sustainable transport modes giving people real choice about how they travel. 

It also notes that plans should protect and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable 
modes of transport for the movement of goods or people. Although the NPPF notes that new 
development
should be located and designed to give ‘priority to pedestrian and cycle movement’, cycling or 
walking routes within existing villages and developments should be facilitated to ensure the 
sustainability of the local community.
 
Other Relevant Forms of Transport 

BUS
There are 2 bus services operating through Standon and Puckeridge. 

The 331 (Hertford - Royston) runs generally hourly between 0800 and 1800 Monday 
to Friday with with no service after roughly 2000. Saturday service is 3 runs between 
0630 and 2000. No service on Sunday. 

The 386 (Bishops Stortford - Stevenage) runs less frequently. Only one stop 
receiving 6 run times between 0712 and 1940 Monday to Saturday with 3 other 
stops receiving a much reduced service. No service on Sunday. 

The National Express Coach 777 runs between Stansted Airport and Birmingham 
seven days a week and is a scheduled booked service between 0530 and 2220 and 
stops in only one location. 

In the NP survey residents say that they would use public transport if frequency and 
destinations were improved and many cited the loss of the 700 route. Crossing the 
road to bus stops is also a serious concern especially the A120. 

TRAIN
There is no train service through Puckeridge, the nearest train stations being in 
Bishop Stortford, Ware, Hertford or Royston. Perhaps a local train link would be a 
very useful option but highly unlikely.

The Campaign for Better Transport http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/re-opening-rail-lines#se 
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Reopening rail lines across the country would go a long way to improving public transport and 
tackling rail overcrowding.

We want your help: If you have a photograph of a closed line or want to suggest a line be added 
to this list, please email us: campaigns@bettertransport.org.uk. 


EAST HERTS COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SCHEME 

http://drivenbythecommunity.org.uk 
and  
http://drivenbythecommunity.org.uk/index.php/east-herts-community-transport/9-community-transport-for-
east-herts-scheme-details/30-standon-puckeridge-hospital-transport-scheme 

This is a project of the CVS for Broxbourne and East Herts, aiming to facilitate community transport in our 
district. This includes a Community Car Scheme, run by the CVS as well as initiatives and options of other 
providers: door-to-door services, car schemes, minibuses for hire as well as other services that make life 
easier if you are struggling to get out and about. 

So if you have any community transport needs, don’t know how to get to essential appointments or would 
like to organise a trip for your community group, please have a look around or give us a call. We would be 
very happy to help you getting around. 

Standon & Puckeridge Hospital Transport Scheme is a volunteer car service scheme operating a pay per 
mile and parking charge service.

CYCLE 
The Plan seeks to improve walking and cycling links within the community to service areas, high 
streets and recreation areas. Cycleways will be encouraged. The only link to cycling on EHDC's 
website is http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/docs/pdf/c/cyclemaprecre.pdf which shows no cycle 
routes through Standon Parish.

Sustrans https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ (excerpts in italics)
Sustainable transport has a strategic role to play in supporting local economies to prosper.

Central to the recovery of the economy is the movement of people and goods. Congestion is 
already a major barrier to efficient movement in many of our urban centres, and is predicted to 
increase as jobs and housing continue to grow.

Investment in efficient, modern and sustainable transport systems can help local economies 
thrive. 


Cyclists abound in the Parish though and the area would benefit from well published 
routes through the ancient, historic and beautiful countryside. Our area would 
benefit from “Traffic Free Family Rides”. http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/
walking-and-cycling-inspiration/routes-families/traffic-free-family-rides But as Standon 
Parish is mainly road based cycling this would be an area to be encouraged by EHDC 
and the Parish Council.

One of the oldest established cycling clubs in Hertfordshire is found here http://
www.herts-wheelers.org.uk/home/ 
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Some publications for Cycling in Hertfordshire 
Twenty cycle rides in Hertfordshire by John Hession 
Castlemead Publications ISBN 0-948555-35-1 Available from bookshops, bike shops and Tourist 
Information Centres.

Cycling in the Hertfordshire Countryside 
A Series of 19 Leaflets Hertfordshire/Barnet Countryside Management Service.

Available free from Tourist Information Centres or from Countryside Management Service, County Hall, 
Hertford SG13 8DN.  
Northeastern Area l: 01462 459395 West and Southern Area Tel: 01727 848168

As evidence that our area is used for cycling, this years Hertfordshire 100 mile 

route travels through Standon Parish. 

http://www.sportiveuk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/
Hertfordshire_100_Sportive_Route_Large1.jpg

A120 Bypass 

This could be in a whole report of its own but for the sake of the NP we will not be 
making any other recommendations apart from protecting proposed bands of 
interest to the North and South of Standon and Puckeridge. 
In Autumn 2015 the Council updated and sought permission for the Little Hadham 
Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme.
In Spring 2016 Standon and Puckeridge were consulted on a north and south bypass 
option and the A120 corridor improvements. http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/docs/pdf/a/
a120leafletv6.pdf
 

Excerpt from HCC website on Standon Bypass https://beta.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
services/highways-roads-and-pavements/roadworks-and-road-closures/major-roadwork-projects/
a120-standon-improvements.aspx#

Following the Spring 2016 consultation regarding options to improve the A120 at Standon it was 
concluded that improvements to the existing road were considered the most viable solution in 
the short to medium term. This approach was agreed by the Environment Planning and 
Transportation Panel of the County Council in June 2016. The decision was on the basis that 
there was no clear support shown for a bypass proposal due to a number of local environmental 
issues.  
 
The Highways Team will now prepare a bid for funding in the 2017-2018 financial year to 
undertake a more detailed assessment of ways to improve the existing A120 through Standon. 
Progress on this matter will be reported back to local County Councillors.  
 
During the consultation we also received comments about the need for a more strategic review 
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of the East West Transport corridors in Hertfordshire. These comments will feed into the 
Transport Vision for Hertfordshire to 2050 which is currently under development by the County 
Council. The Transport Vision will identify and prioritise the key areas and corridors where 
transport improvements will be required in Hertfordshire from now to 2050.

The last paragraph is very important and needs to be followed up by the Parish in an effort to keep 
this major route from bisecting our two villages, which for the terms of the Village Hierarchy Plan 
is to be considered as ONE village. This section should be read in conjunction with SNP8 Land 
Allocations Report. [link]

A120 bypass FAQ (updated March 2017) - Hertfordshire County Council

Hertfordshire County Council New Roads Hertfordshire’s Local Transport Plan 
(LTP3) (excerpts in italics)
Page 40 3.14

Policy statement D 

Generally, highway improvements and new road construction will be designed in accordance with the 
requirements of ‘Roads in Hertfordshire’ and in line with the Road Hierarchy (section 3.20) and any 
emerging corridor strategy or route user hierarchy. They will be in scale and keeping with the surrounding 
road network, unless there is an overall objective to increase the scale and/or change the nature of the 
network. The design criteria contained in ‘Roads of Hertfordshire’ will also be applied to new roads 
constructed by developers and organisations other than the county council.  

However, for all roads new construction will be limited to meeting the needs for the levels of traffic existing 
conkstructedroadsat the time when the decision is taken to adopt a preferred route plus that traffic to be 
generated by planned growth. A capability to cater for future traffic growth except that generated by 
planned development will not be incorporated into the design and future demand will be met by promoting 
alternative modes of travel. Planned development is defined as development permitted or committed in the 
approved Regional Plan and District and Minerals and Waste Development Frameworks. Environmental 
bypasses will be considered to relieve congestion and safety problems in settlements without adding to 
route capacity provided that complementary measures on the bypassed route are provided.  

We are unlikely to get a bypass before 2033! This means that also the NP are 
unlikely to be able to implement the link road egress from the Cambridge Rd 
development sites. Therefore the SPNDP seek to protect the land which could be 
used for this purpose. (See previously in this document). 

A Collective Submission by Standon residents against the Southern Bypass was 
submitted to East Herts 14/04/16 opposing the Southern Route for the A120 bypass, 
favouring the Northern Route. 

There has been no collective submission by Puckeridge residents, perhaps because of 
the fact that the topography and use of the land is quite different to that of South of 
Standon. In all likelihood this could also be because of the amount of new building 
and less engagement by locals in the historic element of the village and surroundings. 
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